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COMMENTARIES. AU UNDERSCORING THE VICTORY OF JUSTICE OVER 
VENGEANCE AND POINTING TO THE GROWING DEBATE IN THE U.S. ON 
THE DEATH PENALTY. IN LE MONDE THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES WITH 
THE GUANTANAMO DETAINEES. WHO, CONTRARY TO MOUSSAOUl, ARE 
•DEPRIVED THE RIGHT TO DEFEND THEMSELVES IN A COURT OF 
LAW." IN LE FIGARO A REPORT EXPLAINS THAT FOR THE PENTAGON. 
THE VERDICT PROVES THAT SEVERITY IS BEST ENSURED WITH A 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL RATHER THAN A CIVILIAN ONE." (SEE PART C) 
LA CROIX TITLES ON ITS FRONT PAGE: "JUSTICE HAS PREVAILED 
OVER VENGEANCE' AND ITS INSIDE ARTICLE ANALYZES HOW 'JURIES 
ARE NO LONGER CONVINCED OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE DEATH 
PENALTY." GILLES BIASSETTE OF LA CROIX DRAFTS A PROFILE OF 
MOUSSAOUIS'S PUBLIC DEFENDER, GERALD 2ERKIN WHO CALLS THE 
TRIAL "THE TRIAL OF A LIFETIME." BUT LIBERATION, WHICH 
"SALUTES" THE VERDICT IN ONE REPORT, DEVOTES A SECOND STORY 
TO THE "SUPERMAX" PRISON WHERE MOUSSAOUl WILL BE "ENTOMBED 
ALIVE." AN ECHO TO THE WEEKLY COLUMN BY PIERRE MARCELLE WHO 
SAYS "MOUSSAOUI'S FATE IS WORSE THAN DEATH." 
THE CLEARSTREAM SCANDAL CONTINUES TO MAKE HEADUNES: FOR 
LIBERATION, THE AFFAIR IS "INTERMINABLE" WHILE LE FIGARO 
BEGINS TO GIVE SLIGHTLY LESS IMPORTANCE TO THE STORY. ITS 
MAIN FRONT-PAGE STORY IS DEVOTED TO "FRANCE'S NUCLEAR OF 
THE FUTURE," AND RIGHT BELOW THE FOLD A SECOND STORY READS: 
■VILLEPIN RESISTS" IN REFERENCE TO HIS 10TH PRESS CONFERENCE 
YESTERDAY, WHERE HE REITERATED HIS INTENTION TO "STAY THE 
COURSE." BUT COMMUNIST L'HUMANITE INTERVIEWS DENIS ROBERT, 
THE JOURNALIST WHO WAS THE FIRST ONE TO INVESTIGATE 
CLEARSTREAM'S PRACTICES. 'THE ANONYMOUS FINGER POINTER IS 
NOT THE WORST PART OF THE SCANDAL CLEARSTREAM SERVES AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE NOT ONLY FOR OCCULT FINANCIAL 
DEALS. BUT ALSO LEGAL ONES, EVERYONE WANTS TO BELIEVE THAT 
CLEARSTREAM IS A COLUTERAL VICTIM, BUT I HAVE PROOF THAT 
ENRON ACCOUNTS HAVE GONE THROUGH CLEARSTREAM AS WELL AS 
THOSE OF BANKS WHICH DEAL CLOSELY WITH TERRORISM." 
LIBERATION S EDITORIAL ANALYZES THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THE 
SCANDAL ON THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS: "WILL APRIL 21 ST, 
2007 BE THE REVERSE OF 2002? WILL IT BE LE PEN AGAINST THE 
SOCIALISTS.? TO LE PEN'S GREAT JOY, VILLEPIN AND SARKOZY 
COULD WELL END UP AS THE LAST OF CHIRACS HUNTING TROPHIES, 
A CHIRAC WHO, WHEN HE LEAVES THE ELYSEE PALACE WILL HAVE 
MANAGED TO DISSOLVE Aa HIS HEIRS. (NOT JUST THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY.)- 
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BOLIVIA'S NATIONALIZATION OF FOREIGN OIL AND ENERGY 
COMPANIES IS LIBERATION S SECOND LEAD STORY ENTITLED THE 
LEFT HAS ENERGY." THE EDITORIAL ANALYZES THE NEW "LATIN 
AMERICAN POLICY* AND THE 'HUGE GAP* BETWEEN RICH AND POOR. 
(SEE PART C) 

LE FIGARO REPORTS THAT VP CHENEY WAS VERY CRITICAL OF THE 
KREMLIN YESTERDAY IN VILNIUS AT AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON THE FUTURE OF NATOS EU EXPANSION. (SEE PART C) 
(C) SUPPORTING TEXT/BLOCK QUOTES; 
MOUSSAOUl TRIAL 
"MOUSSAOUl SPARED' 

LEFT-OF-CENTER LE MONDE IN ITS UNSIGNED EDITORIAL (05/04): 
'BY DECIDING AGAINST THE DEATH PENALT/, THE JURY DID NOT 
FALL INTO THE TRAP SET BY BOTH THE PROSECUTION AND THE 
ACCUSED. PRESIDENT BUSH DID NOT EXPAND ON THE VERDICT . 
••*****" START OF SECTION 2 
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WHICH IS A REVERSAL FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THAT WAS ASKING 
FOR THE DEATH PENALTY. THE JURY'S REFUSAL TO INFLICT THE 
DEATH PENALTY PROVES NOT ONLY THE PROSECUTION'S WEAKNESS. 
BUT ALSO THE MAGNITUDE OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC'S DOUBTS 
ABOUT THE DEATH PENALTY, TODAY. THE TRIAL AND ITS OUTCOME, 
DESPITE OR BECAUSE OF MOUSSAOUI'S PROVOCATION, ARE 
EXEMPLARY. THE AMERICAN JUSTICE SYSTEM HAS DEMONSTRATED IT 
IS CAPABLE OF TRYING FAIRLY THE MOST ODIOUS OF INDIVIDUALS. 
THIS MAKES EVEN MORE UNTENABLE THE FATE OF HUNDREDS OF 
GUANTANAMO DETAINEES WHO ARE DEPRIVED BY THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT OF THEIR RIGHT TO DEFEND THEMSELVES BEFORE A 
JURY.* 

"A PRECEDENT IN THE 'ANTI-TERRORIST WAR- 
PHILIPPE GELIE IN RIGHT-OF-CENTER LE FIGARO (05/05): 'THE 
MOUSSAOUl TRIAL. IN THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION'S WAR AGAINST 
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TERROR, WAS THE EXCEPTION TO THE RULE. THE TESTIMONY OF 
KHALID SHEIK MOHAMED, WHO IS DETAINED BY THE CIA IN A 
SECRET PRISON. STANDS AS PROOF OF THE PARADOX BEHIND THE 
LEGAL BATTLE WAGED BY THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION. AN EXTENSION 
OF ITS WAR ON TERROR: PHANTOM DETAINEES, PRISONS HELD 
OUTSIDE THE LAW, SOME MARTIAL COURTS BUT FEW TRIALS WORTHY 
OF THAT NAME. MOUSSAOUI'S TRIAL HAD THE LOOK OF NORMALITY 
IN THE FACE OF A JUSTICE OF EXCEPTION. YET THE LENIENCY OF 
THE VERDICT COULD WELL REINFORCE THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION IN 
THE BELIEF THAT THE LEGAL SYSTEM IS NOT ADAPTED TO TRY 
'ENEMY COMBATANTS.' MEANWHILE. THE PENTAGON STUBBORNLY 
FORGES AHEAD WITH ITS EXCEPTIONAL PROCEDURES IN^GUANTANAMO. 
WHAT WILL WASHINGTON DO WITH THE OTHER 350 'ENEMY 
COMBATANTS?' THE MOUSSAOUl TRIAL MIGHT HAVE SET THE COURSE 
FOR A RETURN TO LEGALITY. BUT THE VERDICT PROVES THAT 
SEVERITY IS BEST ENSURED WITH A MILITARY TRIBUNAL RATHER 
THAN A CIVILIAN One." 
"JUSTICE- 
DOMINIQUE QUINIO IN CATHOLIC LA CROIX (05/05): 'CONTRARY TO 
WHAT MOUSSAOUl SAID UPON HEARING HIS VERDICT. AMERICA HAS 
WON, NOT LOST. THE LAW HAS WON OVER VENGEANCE, DESPITE THE 
HORROR THAT BEFELL THE AMERK)ANS ON 9/1 1 AND DESPITE 
MOUSSAOUIS STUBBORNNESS AND SATISFACTION IN CLAIMING 
RESPONSIBILITY. YET THE LIFE SENTENCE, WHICH HAS BEEN 
INFLICTED ON HIM, IS A TERRIBLE VERDICT. HIS LAWYERS' TASK 
WILL BE TO BRING HIM BACK TO FRANCE WHERE LIFE IMPRISONMENT 
IS NOT POSSIBLE. THIS TRIAL WAS SO EXCEPTIONAL THAT IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS ON THE DEBATE OVER THE DEATH 
PENALTY IN THE U.S. ABOLITIONISTS IN THE U.S. ARE MAKING 
HEADWAY. AND THE DEATH PENALTY IS INDEED RECEDING. 
MEANWHILE, THE ENTIRE COUNTRY CAN SHOW THE WORLD THAT IN 
THIS TRIAL WHERE THE RIGHTS OF EVERYONE WERE RESPECTED, 
JUSTICE HAS BEEN DONE.' 
■A FATE WORSE THAN DEATH- 
PIERRE MARCELLE IN LEFT-OF-CENTER LIBERATION (05/05): "THIS 
IS A BITTER VICTORY INDEED. THE COMMENTARIES. WHICH LAUD 
MOUSSAOUI'S LIFE SENTENCE. LOOK CBSCENE IN LIGHT OF A FATE 
WORSE THAN DEATH. SURPRISINGLY ENOUGH THERE ARE FEW 
OPPONENTS TO THE WAR IN IRAQ AMONG THOSE WHO EXTOL THE 
VIRTUES OF THIS VERDICT. IRAQ, WHERE MILITARY WARDENS 
TORTURE MORE HUMANELY THAN LAY JURIES. MOUSSAOUl, SHORT OF 
A SERIOUS MEDICAL CONDITION, MAY WELL SPEND HALF A CENTURY 
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WITHOUT EXCHANGING A GLANCE OR A WORD WITH ANOTHER HUMAN 
BEING. THE CONDEMNED WILL SURELY GO CRAZY AND THIS WILL BE 
AN ALMOST PERFECT CRIME. SOME Wia SAY HE WAS CRAZY TO 
BEGIN WITH. MEANWHILE. WHAT DOES THE FRENCH LEGAL SYSTEM 
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT A CASE THAT SHOULD FALL UNDER ITS 
JURISDICTION?" 

NATO EXPANSION CONFERENCE 
■IN VILNIUS. AN ANTI-PUTIN FRONT 

FABRICE NODE-LANGLOIS IN RIGHT-OF-CENTER LE FIGARO (05/05): 
"IN THE AIR FLOATED THE SCENT OF A NEW COLD WAR. DICK 
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CHENEY HAD NEVER BEEN SO VIRULENT AGAINST PUTINS 
GOVERNMENT. PROMISING TO BRING UP A HOST OF CONTROVERSIAL 
TOPICS AT THE G8 IN SAINT PETERSBURG. CHENEY ALSO SAID THAT 
BELARUS 'DOES NOT HAVE ITS PLACE IN EUROPE.' WHILE MOST 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SENT MINISTRY LEVEL REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRANCE, WHICH BEUEVES THAT IT IS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO 
IRRITATE MOSCOW, CHOSE TO ADOPT A LOW PROFILE BY SENDING A 
LOWER RANKING OFFICIAL." 
BOLIVIA NATIONALIZATION - ENERGY MINI-SUMMIT 
"A HUGE GAP- 
PIERRE HASKI IN LEFT-OF-CENTER LIBERATION (05/05): "THE 
IDEA OF LATIN AMERICA SHIFTING TO THE LEFT AND BREAKING 
WITH AN IMF VERSION OF ULTRALIBERALISM, SOURCE OF INJUSTICE 
AND INEQUALITIES. IS ENTICING. BOLIVIA'S NATIONALIZATION 
POLICY IS A SYMBOL OF SUCH A SHIFT. REGIONAL SUMMITS LIKE 
THOSE WITH CASTRO AND CHAVEZ. AND COMING ELECTIONS IN PERU • 
AND MEXICO FEED THIS PERCEPTION OF A PINK OR EVEN RED SOUTH 
AMERICA. YET ALL LEFT-LEANING SOUTH AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS 
ARE NOT AUKE. AND TODAY, THE DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE FACT 
THAT GLOBALIZATION HAS PASSED THROUGH THESE NATIONS. IT IS 
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REMARKABLE THAT THE FIRST VICTIM OF BOLIVIAS 
NATIONALIZATION IS A PUBLIC COMPANY FROM NEIGHBORING 
BRAZIL, RUN BY LEFT-LEANING LULA. BUT THE SUCCESS OF 
RADICAL LEFT PARTIES IS THE RESULT OF THE FAILURES OF MORE 
LIBERAL REGIMES, WHICH HAVE MADE THE HUGE GAP BETWEEN RICH 
AND POOR EVEN GREATER. THE TELLTALE SIGNS OF SUCCESS OR 
FAILURE WILL BE IN THE SOCIAL PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY THE NEW 
LEADERS. IN VENEZUELA. OUTSIDE THE ADVANCES MADE IN THE 
ENERGY SECTOR, THE REST IS INSIGNIFICANT, BEYOND THE ANTI- 
IMPERIALIST RHETORIC. THIS IS WHERE THE TEST LIES. IF 
INDEED THESE NEW POLICIES ARE SUCCESSFUL. THE REPERCUSSIONS 
WILL TRAVEL VERY FAR, AS FAR AS WASHINGTON, WHICH IS 
LOOKING AT WHAT IS DEVELOPING IN ITS BACKYARD WITH DISMAY." 
STAPLETON 
AOMIN 
BT 
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